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Note

“Mr. Gillespie’s art exhibits an emotional response to physical things that recalls the
impulse behind the reliquary and the votive offering. For him, art’s transformations are
sacred stuff...Rather than eliminating troubling elements, Mr. Gillespie holds them front
and center, the better to tame them. His is an art of precarious balances; between chaos
and order, carnality and transcendent spirituality, the quotidian and the bizarre... The
roots of Mr. Gillespie's style can perhaps be traced to the profound impression left by his
Roman Catholic upbringing. '"'I've always thought that in some deep ways Catholicism has
had a huge effect on my art, as it has on my soul,"" says Mr. Gillespie, remembering his
childhood struggle with sin and redemption...Mr. Gillespie has never lost his childhood
obsession with sin, though his religious beliefs have evolved over the years, as the frequent
Buddhist and Hindu symbols in his paintings attest. He explains, ''Buddhism says there's a
reason why you're suffering and that suffering can be understood through introspection

and by understanding the way the mind works.”d
_Miles Unger, “Finding the Reality That Lies Just Beyond the Real,” review of A Unique Vision retrospective
organized by Georgia Museum of Art, The New York Times, October 31, 1999



