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Note 

 

“Gregory Gillespie is an American realist of a prophetic kind. Unlike the photorealists and 

hyperrealists, who have established themselves as leaders in the pendulum-swing away 

from abstraction, Gillespie puts a similar acutely detailed reproduction of visual reality into 

the service of profound and often disturbing introspection...In their intensity Gillespie’s self-

portraits are comparable to Vincent van Gogh’s, although they rise above Vincent’s in their 

analytical severity…They are more comparable, although in total contrast stylistically, to 

Rembrandt’s, which over a much longer period of time recorded the evolution of the 

painter from his youthful ebullient self to a tragic philosopher of the human condition in 

old age…(Gillespie’s) self-portraits at least recognize the significance of artists as 

exceptional individuals who, in the course of acquiring self-knowledge, may help us to 

discover knowledge of ourselves.”  

_ John Canaday, review of Gregory Gillespie retrospective exhibition at the Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture 

Garden, The New Republic, February 4, 1978  

 


